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Government takes border delays to the EU Commission

The Government has made direct representations to the European Commission following
the latest delays at the frontier that were deliberately generated by the Spanish authorities.

Along with a major report containing factual information, the Deputy Chief Minister, the Hon
Dr Joseph Garcia, sent a letter of complaint to the Commission. In the letter, Dr Garcia
explained that, while Spain has the right to check persons and goods crossing the border,
these controls should be proportionate and should not interfere with the right of EU
nationals to freedom of movement over an internal border of the European Union.

In the report, Dr Garcia described the serious humanitarian problem that was created when
thousands of EU nationals, including elderly people, infirm and children were all caught up
in delays that lasted for as long as six hours. He explained that the Gibraltar Government
organised the distribution of 11,000 bottles of water for people waiting in the queue in up to
30 degrees of heat.

The Deputy Chief Minister made the point that Spain did not operate a red and green
channel for traffic exiting Gibraltar and that practically every car entering Spain was
stopped and searched.

The report sent by the Government to the Commission includes four sections. The first
contains detailed daily statistics of the border delays for every day in June and July for the
purposes of comparison. The second provides over thirty graphic photographs of the
delays, depicting the situation at the loop, the holding area in Catalan Bay, and shows
queues of cars blocking our roads, and personal photos of elderly people and children
stuck in the queue. The third section includes press cuttings from the media in Gibraltar,
the United Kingdom and Spain. The fourth part of the folder includes the criticism of the
border delays by Spanish politicians, businesses organisations and others.
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The report also includes a DVD copy of the report on GBC news this weekend. In just over
two minutes, the report summarises everything that happened and it has considerable
visual impact.

Dr Garcia told the Commission that the right of EU nationals to freedom of movement is a
fundamental freedom of the European Union. “This freedom is constantly threatened at the
land frontier between Spain and Gibraltar because of the manner in which Spain applies its
border controls.” The Deputy Chief Minister made the point once again that there is a need
for more crossing points for vehicles at the best of times. However, last weekend’s events
had little to do with sensible traffic control and a great deal to do with Madrid’s conscious
decision to cause problems for Gibraltar.


